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Support your local veteran

FoIIow the Torch
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The Next Great Generation and the Vietham Veterans of America, Buckeye State Council are
inviting you and your student organizationsto participate in a state-wide event that is
unprecedented in its scope and community impact. The Patriot Gamesisa four day event
where Ohio’'s Post 9-11 student veteransand Gl gradswill be competing in several athletic
eventsfor gold, silver and bronze medals, (and bragging rights). Thereare over 25 public and
private campuses that will be sending teams and individuals to competein the Games. They
will be held in and around Delawar e Ohio. Some of the eventsinclude marksmanship, flag
football, softball, triathlons, track & field and Golf. In the evening there will be fund-raising
concertswith top names performing in the Delawar e County Fairgrounds.

The purpose of the Gamesisto reward those student veterans who have chosen to take
advantage of their Gl Bill, (only 18% have as of Fall 2011) while encouraging other Post 9-11
veteransto join their local campus ‘teams’ and start the process of obtaining the education
that they have earned. The Gamesarealso away for the civilians of Ohioto ‘Cheer Thank
You’ to a group of women and men who have kept us safe and free since 9-11, and to givethe
Ohio and the nation a chanceto apologizeto the Vietham Veteran, indirectly, and in person,
beforeit istoo lateto do so.

To get grassroots attention of the Gamestherewill bea5 part (representing the 5 branches
of service) Academic-Veteran Torch Relay that spans 3,000 milesthrough the big cities and
small towns of Ohio. Thereareover 800,000 veteransin Ohio encompassing 5 gener ations of
war and peace-time service. The Torch Relay will run for approximately 60 days from May 1%
to July 5 2012- wher e they will then bejoined together to light the Flame during the epic
opening ceremonies of the Patriot Games.

The participantsin therelay will be veteransfrom all eras and college students of
participating campuses throughout the state. The studentswill earn theright to carry the
torch by raising money via pledges per mile, and local sponsor ship on merchandise that will
be displayed asthe Torch passesthrough each town. These dollarsraised will then be split
between the student organizations and theregion’s veteran organizations, military mom
groups, FRG’setc., of each of the communitiesthat the torch passesthrough. The veteransdo
not have to raise money to carry thetorch, they have already earned thisright. Thetorch will
be handed off to a student, then to a community veter an/ser vice-member, then to a student,
then to a community veteran/service-member , etc., for the entirelength of thetorch’s path.
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Each campus, each student organization on each campus and the veteransin the campus
community will beresponsiblefor a certain ‘radius of responsibility’ (ROR) in getting the
torch from point A to point B. It will then hand off thisresponsibility to the next campuses
‘point A’, asit entersthis next campus's ROR.

The goals are several.

1. Toencouragethe college studentsto reach out to the veteran community and find
them, understand them, encourage them and work with them to succeed with this

‘mission’.
2. Tohavethe college students understand what itsliketo ‘work together for the
common goal’
3. Tobesdf-reliant (no government grantsor political monieswill be used or accepted).
4. How to put yourself second and the bigger picturefirst.

5. Tohaveboth the college students and veter ans of Ohio celebrate together as one when
the fivetorches cometogether to light the flameto start the Patriot Games.

A few of these goals are Qualitiesthat our veteran community under stands very well, and
qualitiesthat, when a particular ‘veteran era’ isembraced, helpsthe country grow and
prosper. It ishoped that the studentswill remember this mission, and the qualitiesthat it
took to haveit succeed and they will carry it with them asthey begin to lead the country into
the decadesto come.

Dr. John Schupp can provide your organization with the details of both the Patriot Games
and Torch Relay, including miles of each radius of responsibility,(each campus and
community will map out itsown path within thisradius) participating campuses, veteran
contactsin each community, potential dollarsraised via pledges per mileand cor porate
sponsor ship of merchandise. Dr. Schupp can also provide you with veteran population within
each county and zip code, along with potential sponsor sthat each student organization may
want to contact for financial support.

Thisisavery large project, requiring many volunteers, logistics, and significant cooper ation
from many campuses and individuals. It has never been done before on thislevel, and with
these participants. But it isa project that | feel we must embrace, to show the country what
Ohioans can do, and to show each other that cooperation isthe best method for success, asa
campus, asa community and most importantly, asa nation.

| look forward to working with you
Kind regards
Dr. John Schupp

Executive Director- The Patriot Games



